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Rooted
Surrounding the church and the manse of
Colinton are the most magnificent trees. Some of
them have stood in the same place for well over
100 years witnessing the comings and goings of
this little community at the edge of the capital.
When I take time to stop, these trees speak to me
in a very profound way.
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Their roots push deeply into the ground from
where they draw nutrients and stability. With
this solid foundation as a base, their trunks
stretch towards the sky and their branches give
shelter and home to countless birds and squirrels. On a stormy day, these giants
sway with the wind while still remaining firmly grounded. In the spring they are
adorned with new leaves and blossom, while the winter snow dresses them in
white like brides attending their wedding feast.
I invite you to imagine being a tree. Appreciate being rooted in a faith that goes
back more than two millennia and connects you to forbears and ancestors. From
its rich source of stories and colourful tapestry of prayers this faith nurtures you
every day of your life. Knowing about your roots allows you to stand tall as you
engage with life and interact with other people. See every person in their beauty
and at the same time celebrate your own uniqueness. And when the storms of life
shake you about, know that you can bend with the wind while at the same time
remaining firmly rooted and true to yourself. In the spring, watch for new growth
and blossom as you expand into new ways of being. Enjoy the fullness of your
summer months. Relish the fruit your life is yielding at harvest time. And sit in
reflective silence during winter. In the end, know that all of it is harvest – the
acting and the waiting, the blossoming and the ripening.
May you enjoy the rich gifts of nature all around you!
Your minister,

Rolf
Rolf Billes
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Colinton News
If you would like a member of the Ministry team to visit you or
someone else please contact the office on 441 2232, Monday to
Thursday during office hours, or on Friday morning.
Photocopying can be left at the office for later collection by
arrangement.
COLINTON PARISH CHURCH
Dell Road
Edinburgh
EH13 0JR
Tel: 441 2232
email:
church.office@colinton-parish.com
website: www.colinton-parish.com

Parish Register
Baptisms:
14 April Fraser John Sim
12 May Oliver Frank McCallum
Funerals:
15 March
26 March
28 March
9 April
13 April
30 April
10 May
14 May

Bill Bowman, Bonaly Gardens
Catherine Grant, Spylaw Bank Road
Susan Robertson, Old Farm Court
Richard Barr, Colinton Mains Road
Robert Watson, Woodfield Avenue
Colin Dow, Moredun
Roy McLennan, Buckstone
Vera Parker, Buckstone

Disjunctions
Gavin Lawrie, Woodfield Avenue
Stuart Dalrymple, Edzell

Flower Rota for June / July
2 June
9 June
16 June
23 June
30 June
7 July
14 July
21 July
28 July
4 August

Eleanor Murison
Flower Fund
Wedding – Sarah McCran and Darren Black
Wedding – Lois McAnulty and William Lewis
and Bonaly Primary School
Flower Fund
Wedding – Caroline Robertson and Gary
Bannon
Irene Douglas
Wedding – Stacey McLellan and Calum Law
Isobel Moxey
Catriona Murdoch
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Bible Pocket Legends—Lydia, dealer in Purple Cloth
In Acts 16:9-15 the apostle
Paul is meeting a group of
women by the river on the
outskirts of the town of
Philippi, a city of the first
district of Macedonia, which
was also a Roman colony.
Who were these women?
Were they a group of new
Christians finding it easier
to meet on the edge of
town? Were they businesswomen talking about how
their enterprises were
going? Or friends enjoying
each other’s company while
chatting about life in
general?

Lydia seems to have been
the leader. Dealing in
purple cloth was a good
job; such cloth was

expensive, worn by the rich
as a status symbol. Lydia
would have been wealthier
than many and that was
good for an incomer (she
wasn’t a Macedonian),
possibly one without a
living husband. She had
obviously settled in Philippi
having come originally from
across the Aegean Sea. As
well as being shrewd in
business it is likely she had
an influential role in the
church community too.
Perhaps this women’s
meeting was her idea?

her: the Lord
opened her
heart. Her
eagerness to
embrace
Christian faith
was enough for
baptism soon
thereafter.
Lydia’s
thankfulness
was expressed
as she opened
her heart and her home to
Paul and his friends, and it
was to this home that Paul
and Silas returned after
their release from prison
(Acts 16:40).

Lydia already worshipped
God but clearly what Paul
and the others were saying
about Jesus and the good
news for all resonated with

New Parking Guidelines
In the light of a current
review of parking by the
Council involving imminent
yellow lines in Spylaw Bank
Road, the church has been
asked to make changes to
our provision of parking in
the immediate vicinity of
the church. As an historic
site, Colinton Parish
Church is not well
equipped for the current
volume of traffic and need
for spaces and therefore
we are encouraging people
to walk to the church
where possible. You may

have noticed that we have
introduced signage at the
entrance to the lane leading
down to the cemetery and
Manse which states that the
lane is a private road. This
is to discourage general
parking. However, we are
also looking into formalising
the existing parking
arrangements by providing
clearly marked parking bays
opposite the cemetery
cottage. These bays will be
allocated to disabled/blue
badge holders ensuring that
our less able members of

the congregation and
visitors have access to the
church wherever possible.
Drop off space will remain
at the front of the church
and we ask that in all cases,
whether parking or
dropping off, people would
show consideration to our
neighbours in the cottage
and on Spylaw Bank Road.
Session Clerk
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Youth and Community
still meeting every week and are
taking part in Heart and Soul in
Princes Street as part of the
National Church’s annual
celebration. Most of us have
exams and University work to
do and so an Exam Cosy Coffee
evening (pictured below) was
much needed. It’s been a time
of transition for the group with
4 of our number getting ready
to leave school (and in some
cases Colinton) to begin work
or studies elsewhere. To help
with the goodbyes and the
preparation for new beginnings
that will bring changes for the
whole group, we have planned a
series of summer outings for
June. We have also registered 3
of our older members for the
National Youth Assembly in
Dundee in August where I will
be part of the Chaplaincy team.
There are also 4 of our seniors
planning to go to Orkney for a
retreat in September which will

also enable them to attend a
memorial lecture for John
Cumming who was a good
friend and supporter of the
group. We are also delighted in
this time of change to have had
Mark from the group take more
of an active leadership role in
leading a drama evening with his
skills from currently studying at
the Royal Conservatoire of
Scotland and Gemma, now 18,
will also take a leadership role
after the summer. We will be
taking part in the Children’s’
Celebration Service on June 23rd
to look back on all the
significant times over this last
year together and thereafter we
wish everyone well for a good
ending to this session and all the
best with holidays and trips they
have planned over the summer.
Gayle Taylor

This was a unique
opportunity for myself and
others from the church to
spend time with all members
As many people within the
congregation and community of staff, to gain an
support the Rag Bag appeal understanding of the diverse
range of work undertaken
for the 3rd year running by
both within the centre and
donating clothing and
in the extended community.
textiles, it was really
wonderful to be invited to
an event in the centre to
The Multi Sensory Room
mark a significant new
uses bespoke specialist
development.
equipment to create a visual,
audio and physical
Through our partnership
environment to stimulate
work with staff and families, and calm all senses
we were cordially invited to according to the individual
an open day to celebrate
needs of the children.
and promote the new Multi It aims to encourage
Sensory room at Hailesland individual learning by
Early Years Centre.
supporting emotional well
being and regulation, which
The event is was held at
are crucial for a child’s
Hailesland Early Years Centre development before any
on the 23rd of May 2013.
formal learning can take
Staff were on hand
place.
showcasing all the centre
has to offer including this
The room enhances the
new excellent resource.
holistic approach of
Hailesland’s Early Years

work and helps to promote
the key life skills essential for
children’s global
development. The sensory
room was made possible
through relationships built
through our Associate
Ministry post working
closely with Bedrock Early
Years Charity and the
national company Vets Now.

Hot off the press from
Surge…
After a trip to Holy City (a
worship event in Glasgow, not
meaning Glasgow itself as some
thought!) Surge have less
planned than usual for the rest
of May. That being said, we’re

Hailesland Update
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Christian Aid
I’m writing this just before I set out with my large red bag filled with notquite-so-large envelopes to knock on doors and ask people if they would like
to give to Christian Aid. I confess to a feeling of slight dread, although I don’t
know why. Yes, I will meet with some who don’t want to give, but in
practically every case, they are very polite in their refusal. And then there
are the people who have the envelope ready and waiting, those who think
that Christian Aid is such a worthwhile cause, those who thank me for
coming!
And when all the money is counted, that’s the reason I and many others go
out again the next year. It’s not because we’re masochistic, but because this
is the way we raise the biggest amount for those who have little or nothing.

Coffee Morning
What has for many years been the Spring Fair morphed this year into the Coffee Morning.
There weren’t as many stalls, but there were more tables for coffee. It seemed to work.
There was a great atmosphere, helped along by the dulcet tones of Donald Macintosh on
the piano.
As usual, this couldn’t have happened without the hard work of many people from both
Churches. Thanks especially to Catherine Dempster and her team on the Baking Stall
which was full of luscious goodies (including my favourite: Catherine’s meringues!). And it
also couldn’t have happened without all those who came. I know you went away with
much lighter purses, but you looked as if you were enjoying yourselves.
All the photographs can be seen at http://www.colintonchristianaid.co.uk
The Coffee Morning itself raised £621, with an extra £70 coming in on Sunday from the
Episcopal Church with the sale of extra buns from Saturday and a book stall, bringing the
total to £691. And the Sunday Club baked for the Parish Church and raised £132.

£823 in one weekend
– a fabulous start to Christian Aid Week
Patricia Brignall
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‘PULLING OUT ALL THE STOPS’ - PIPE ORGAN REFURBISHMENT
By the time you read this, we shall
have delighted in the musical talents
of the Edinburgh Highland Reel &
Strathspey Society and many of us
will have enjoyed an excellent
evening at the Ball in Dreghorn
Barracks.

With the exception of a proposed
craft fair scheduled for November,
what I would describe as ‘active fund
-raising’ for the organ fund now
comes to a close. Of course, such a
fund has existed for many years and
will continue to do so as there will
The success of this latter event was always be a need for repairs, tuning
entirely due to the significant efforts etc. but we must now ascertain the
of Nichola Pearce and her small
extent of work which can be carried
committee who did so much to
out from the monies available to us.
make it an evening to remember.
By way of one final plea, even at this
While a full assessment of the
late stage of the campaign, should
monies ingathered from both these the return of a donation/
occasions is still to take place, I
sponsorship form have been
think I can say that the total sum
overlooked, could I ask that this
ingathered towards the organ
takes place by the end of June refurbishment should now be in the forms are still available from the
region of £75,000. This, of course, is Church Office. We have, of course,
well short of our initial target of a
also been exploring the possibility of
little in excess of £150,000 plus VAT grant assistance albeit that the
but represents a significant level of
availability of such funds is currently
contribution from many members of considerably less than perhaps might
the congregation by way of donation have been the case in better
and sponsorship. Additionally, our
economic times. While there may
events programme over the past 18 well be opportunities in this respect
months or so attracted support
- and these are being actively
from a large number of people
pursued - it may be some time until
whose talents gave so much
we know the outcome of any such
enjoyment to all our audiences.
approaches.

Progressing matters will now largely
take place ‘behind the scenes’ but
updates will be provided as soon as
there are major developments to
report. At this point, I think it would
be fair to say that it is unlikely that
any work will commence before the
year end.
I also think that this is an
appropriate time for me to
acknowledge the support and hard
work of my fellow committee
members - Alistair Beattie, Colin
Graham, Pat Grant, Allan Gray, Bob
Maiden, Meryn Pearce and, of
course, both the Minister and the
Session Clerk.
Over the past 18 months, our group
has also benefitted from the advice
of our two organists during this
period - Iain McLarty and Ewan
Armstrong - a big thank you to
them all.
However, most of all, the
committee thanks all those who
have helped in so many ways.
HAMISH FRASER (Convenor)

Life & Work
JUNE 2013

plant in a Glasgow suburb.

‘The Robe of Grace’: The
Rev Scott McKenna offers fresh
Do You See What I See?:
‘A Fascinating Place’: John R insights into the Parable of the
Jackie Macadam explores the
Hume reflects on the history of Prodigal Son
links between Christianity and
a church with strong links to
photography – and the thoughts early Christianity in Fife.
Month in a Life: Bill
of those behind the lens.
Studio Tours to Success:
Stevenson, the Boys’ Brigade’s
General Assembly 2013:
The Rev Bryan Kerr highlights
Director for Scotland.
Four pages of reports to the
the success of a themed holiday Plus all the regular
Assembly.
club in Lanark.
columnists, letters, reviews
A New Voice: Jackie
Sacred Relics: Ann Winning and crosswords – all for just
Macadam meets a minister who reflects on the mystery behind a £2.
has overcome the trauma of
communion gift.
Online: Visit us:
losing his voice in a battle with
The Third Sacrament?: Dr www.lifeandwork.org, follow us:
cancer.
Ian Bradley asks whether we
@cofslifeandwork, like us:
Changing Church: The Rev should add regard foot washing facebook.com/lifeandwork.
Dr Alister Bull highlights the
as another sacrament.
work taking place at a church
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June / July diary
Sunday, 2 June

Sunday, 9 June

Sunday, 16 June

Sunday, 23 June

Sunday, 30 June

10am
Summer Service

10am
Summer Service
Baptism and
Confirmation celebrated

10am
Summer Service

10am
Summer Service
Communion celebrated

6.30pm - Laudate

10am
Children’s
Celebration
Service

Surge
‘Gullane Trip’

followed by
Annual Barbeque
in the Manse
garden

Surge
‘International Night’
Surge
‘Camera Obscura’

Surge
‘Glasgow Transport and
Science’

Surge
‘Cinema’
Monday, 3 June

Monday, 10 June

Monday, 17 June

Monday, 24 June

Monday, 1 July
Swing Café closed

Tuesday, 4 June

Tuesday, 11 June

Tuesday, 18 June

Tuesday, 25 June

Tuesday, 2 July

7pm - Kirk Session
meeting
Wednesday, 5
June

Wednesday, 12 June Wednesday, 19 June

Wednesday, 26
June

Wednesday, 3 July

6.30pm - Young
Voices

6.30pm - Young
Voices

6.30pm - Young
Voices

7.30pm - An
Evening with
Katherine Grainger

Thursday, 6 June

Thursday, 13 June

Thursday, 20 June

Thursday, 27 June

Thursday, 4 July

Friday, 7 June

Friday, 14 June

Friday, 21 June

Friday, 28 June

Friday, 5 July

Saturday, 15 June

Saturday, 22 June

Saturday, 29 June

Saturday, 6 July

8pm - Sacred Space
Saturday, 8 June

For the remainder of July there will be one service
each Sunday at 10am. The Swing re-opens on
Monday 29th July

COLINTON NEWS DEADLINE
Articles for inclusion in the August /
September issue of Colinton News should
reach the editor no later than 15th July,
2013 .

Sunday 23rd June
Annual Summer
Barbeque
In the Manse
Garden
All Welcome!

A TRIP TO THE HOLY LAND—A PERSONAL VIEW

The Dome of the Rock, as seen from the Mount of Olives

The Star of Bethlehem in the Church of the Nativity

What can be said about the Holy Land that has not been said before? Very little I would think. Anyway, like so many travellers to Israel, our
trip was personal and the result of a lifetime’s ambition. That said, not everything turned out to be exactly what was anticipated. There were
some negatives but these did not outweigh the sense of atmosphere and of treading in the footsteps of Jesus.
Generally speaking, we were struck by the hilly nature of northern Israel and the degree to which the land, particularly on the coastal plain,
was intensely cultivated. The multiplicity of crops is quite staggering. The State’s economy is largely based on information technology,
diamonds and agriculture and the infrastructure of the country is impressive and well-ordered. With the advantage of tighter security (now
that the West Bank Authority’s territory has been sealed off with a 6 metre concrete wall) tourism is now being actively encouraged. The
sight of the wall is very depressing and brings home the intractable nature of the political situation. There are interesting graffiti on the
Palestinian side of the wall such as ‘to exist is to resist’. Nevertheless, there are few police or army personnel on the streets and there is no
sense of danger.
The central point in any trip to the Holy Land must be Bethlehem and Jerusalem. The Church of the Nativity, as we found consistently
throughout our visit to Israel, was built on a site identified in the mid-4th Century AD by Helen, the mother of the first Christian Roman
emperor. Much of that early Church was destroyed and then built upon by Justinian and extended by the Crusaders so that the whole site is
now as extensive as a cathedral in the West.
In Jerusalem, we viewed the Old City from the iconic vantage point of the Mount of Olives, across from the glittering Dome of the Rock
towering above the walls of the Old City. Actually seeing the Garden of Gethsemane and the tombs in the Valley of Kidron was an
indescribable feeling. All those Bible stories from childhood onwards were brought to life. We walked on part of the Via Dolorosa (which is
actually several feet above the path trodden by Jesus). Approaching the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the visitor is struck by the unkempt
structure, the result of a long-running dispute over maintenance between the Greek and Armenian Orthodox churches. Tradition has it that
the crucifixion site and the tomb of Jesus are very close together. Eminent scholars who accompanied us think that the present day sites
cannot be absolutely verified (originally identified by the ubiquitous Helen) but their locations are “there or thereabouts correct”. The aura
of the place is unmistakable.
Nazareth is an Arab town and is remarkable only for the Church of the Annunciation built over the site of the home of Mary at the time of
her conception. This is a modern church but the archaeological site of more interest. Down by the Sea of Galilee itself, monasteries and
churches mark all the major sites of Jesus’ ministry including the Mount of Beatitudes, feeding the 5000 and Capernaum. Capernaum has
been extensively excavated and a 4th Century synagogue lies on top of the one in which Jesus preached. It was in Capernaum that Jesus took
his first disciples, Peter, Andrew, James, John and Matthew. Indeed, a recent excavation has uncovered a 1 st century object with the Hebrew
name Zebedee on it. Of course, Zebedee was the father of James and John.
One of the most atmospheric places in Galilee is the reputed site of the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist. This is at the southern end of
the Sea of Galilee and is well worth visiting.
Two aspects give pause for thought. One is the preponderance in religious sites of
the paraphernalia of icons, lanterns and frescos favoured by the Orthodox and
Catholic traditions. This takes a bit of getting used to as well as the rather ornate
churches that have been built over the original presumed sites. The second is the
realisation that there is dubiety as to the precise location of New Testament sites.
Constantine’s mother, Helen, obviously travelled extensively in the Holy Land and,
with the benefit of imperial resources, attempted to identify sites and marked them
with chapels. She turned the Holy Land into a place of religious curiosity when in
fact the reality is that the message of the gospel is more important than the
geography. Nevertheless, our overall experience was quite wondrous and we are
left with the feeling that we have to return one day.
VSM

